
These	are	2	of	the	40	Very	Short	Stories	

 

Let me explain the strange look of these words and sentences. 

The Words - Whenever a le:er can make more than one sound, I write it with the picture clue 
to show the child which sound it makes.   Also, if two le:ers  make one sound of their own (a 
digraph), I will use its clue which includes underlining the two le:ers together, as shown above.  
If a le:er says nothing at all, it is smaller and thinner than the other le:ers.  This way there is 
no struggle with what sound to try to apply to any of the le:ers.  And this is why they can read 
with such ease and li:le to no frustraDon.   

The Sentences - I've designed these sentences to be read 3 Dmes.  This is to increase fluency 
and confidence in the reader.  The 1st /me through, the child just tries to figure out the words.  
The 2nd /me through, he/she will add Expression to the words.  This is done by reading the 
large words in a high pitch and the small words in a low pitch.  Two tones are all  that are 
necessary to teach expression, and it makes all the difference in the world!  It's pre:y cool 
once they catch on to it.   The 3rd /me through, you will cover up the sentence with the 
picture clues, and they will read it below without the clues.  If they get stuck, raise the paper 
and let them figure it out again.  When they read it on their own, they get to add their own 
expression, and that's where the fun gets funner!  And someDmes funnier!


